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THE MOQUI SNAKE DANCES.

,HST I'FHFOKMKD AT WA1.FI
PVF.RI.O IN ARIZONA.

NKtTK." Who llimillr Rnlllfnkf with
tliiinrr l:vhllillloii Tlmt Tkf
KrefT Two Vmr VTelrd Cere--

In n Vnnll .it lleml of Main.
Piih-- i. .vri.. Kept. 8. Titles (if occult j

wornler-- . in liy no means con fined to the
East. Then' iir several tribes 'f Indians ill
Allisons Territory HihI perform fonts nn re-

markable Mnil astonishing M IhOM seen In

Jiioiu anil Aruhln The I'oeopnhs nro snld to
perform n f"at of Invitation, and lit eertnin
tribal cremnnlnls to suspend hii arrow era
spear unsupported In the air for somo sec-

onds. The I buns of southern Arizona have
aeveril trli-l- c that llftvn hoetl bunded down to
their medicine men through genei .ttions and
are In apparent violation of the tnws of

For Instance, travellers tell how their
medicine men have caused tho seeming death
of boys by means nf n poisonous wee , and
then. after the tart have had two days' ex-

perience in Hie aplrll world, have brought them
hnek to life. An ilher feat of theirs is snld to
be tho drinking of boiling water. The Apaches
have a few fonts in horsemanship that border
on the Incredible, but the Moqui. or Mokl.
or'Hnpl Indians are perhaps the most inter-
esting Indians In point of strange customs and
startling eeremonies of all the trllios In tho
Onion. Their reservation Is In northeast-
ern arlion i. anil visitors reach It hy going to
Holbrook. on the vtohlson, Topoka and Santa
Te Riillroad. from where ther is a stage ride
of fifty-tw- o milei across' the country to the
land of the ancient race of Moguls.

Their name mean pou"e-lovln- g people,I lid their history for a century has ls'en In

harmony with their name. They live nearer
tho life of their ancestor thnn nnv other
American Indians. Their tribal celebration!

y arc exactly sinninr tr those I hut Coro-nad- o

wrote nbonl In his military diary when
he marched throuith Arizona and New Mexico
on an expedition of connueat in 1540. There
Is everv reason to believe flint many of the
dance-.- , ceremonies and religious fetes nf! ul Indiana have been handed down
Unchanged for hundreds of years. The tribe
la cut off from association with other Indians
of the Territory by burning deserts and
ranges of lofty mountains. They are a proud,
reserved and silent race.

The Moguls number about 2.000. They
are agriculturists, and. living as they do in the
midst of a Brim, withering desert, they make
use of everv drop of moisture that falls in the
autumn, and seek to woo the favor of the
Ureal Spirit that he mny send rain on the
parched fields of corn, the patches of melons
and I he mesquite beans. The Moguls are
among the most intelligent savages in the
Routhwest. They are industrious and provi-

dent. They are a serious people and deeply
religious. They cannot be Induced to leave
their reservations, and it is nn unpardonable

In to fall to observe the sacred tribal customs
that have come down to them through ages.
The Moguls are about the most moral tribe In

thecoilntrv. and their yoinff men and women
are reared, first, to he sec-

ond, to be and honest, and third,
to keep the tribal traditions and ritual un-

altered.
They believe, as their nneestorsdid long be-

fore Columbus Balled from I'alos. that rain is
caused by a monster rattlesnake, miles long

nd many rod- - in girih, away up In tho loftiest
peaks of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. This
aerpent has messengers on the desert in tho
hape of the common rattlesnakes. The

thunder in the mountains is the rattling of the
huge serpent and the winds that roar through '

the cations t the north are Its hisses. Tho j

Moguls regard their rrioul snake dance ns aI most sacred performance, and the sixty ante-
lope men, who are the dancers, are chosen by
the high snake priest because of some service
of honor and pietv in the tribe. The dancers
Who have participated in a dor.cn biennial

mike ceremonies arc tip' distinguished and
Fespeoted men among the Moguls.

The tribe occupies two pueblos. Walpi and
Oraihi. on a stupendous mass of granite in the
centre of the desert The Moguls have lived
here from some unknown ge before Coronarto
was here in l.r4(). They were at war with the
Pimus when the American Revolution was
fought. Tbev chose the site because of its
Impregnable position when the more warlike
and roving I'tes ntul Navajos made conquests
In the Southwest. In IM14 the snake cere-

monies t.Kik place al Walpi. in lSfttl atOraibi
ami this year at Walpi again. The date of tho
dances is determined by the position of the
sun. but the event always comes between the
middle am1 the last of August. When the sun
as it v ts glints on a certuin point on the
sacred sock that stands beforo the doorof the
tribal kiva the snake priest Ilonl mounts the
higbes1 point at either Walpi or Oraihi and
solemnly gives notice that two sunsets from
that fine the dance in propitiation of the
anake sod wfi! take place. He ends bv direct-
ing ull to begin preparations for the occasion.
The women are to bake for a tribal feast and
to dress themselves and their children in their
best garments, and the men are to perform
their several parti, in the ceremonies.

A certain number of voung men appointed
for the purpose have been out for week inf-orming their share in the preparation for the
dance. The; are the .lakulali. or snake gutli-rer- s.

Tbev roam over the desert for miles
With B forked stick in one hand and a bag
made of skins in the other. Tbev have learned
whereto look for rattlesnakes, and some-
times they get .'HXI serpents in a week. They
plant the fork of the stick over the neck of a
recumbent sniil.o and by an adroit movement
throw the reptile into the bag. The serpents

re brought to the puchlo and are placed in a
huge basket. On the appointed day of the
festival the chosen warriors march forth to
the little plaza on the sunbaked earth, which
baa been strewn hy the squaws, with sacred
meal. The braves are scuntlly clad and on

oeh leg Is a small terrapin shell In which are
placed small pebbles thut rattle loudly ns tho
warrior moves. The dancers are smeared
With red. wlil e and black paints and around

ach brow is bound a flaming red handker-
chief, the upper part of the forehead being
painted a deep black mid the lower half with

black and white band.
The bund forms in 11 circle and the basket,

known its the klsi, of serpents is brought forth
nd is placed beneath the mesquite shrub, just

when1 It has stood on Mogul dance duys for
countless generations. One of tho chiefs,
hideously painted, opens the klsi. and as each
crave marches past, thrusts tils naked arm
within ami jerks from it several writhing ser-
pents, which he hands to the buck. The
snake dancer bonds forward bis hideouslv
marked face ami seizes 11 snake by the middle
With his teeth, while be holds one or two ser-
pents 111 each hand. The scrpenis rattle, hiss

lid struggle, while the human euplors, ges-
ticulating and gyrating, join In a solemn
rhythmic movement In which, ufter each
brave has received hi.- serjieuts, the whole
baud takes pari.

The squuws and several bunded Mogul
bucks who do not pui ticlpute in the dancing at
first sit all about. As the dance- pi iceeds the

d si tutors start a low humming.
Which gradually develops In a loud chorus.I Louder and louder rise the voices, until the
women become v idly excited end leap to their
feet lo shout the louder. Meanwhile the.dunce
(toes on. There are fort) lucks participating
In It They glisten in the hot sunshine with
Perspiration, and the paint runs down their
bare backs and legs Some of the older ones,
to show their prowess with the venomous rep-
tiles, carry si and seven writhing, hissing
rattlesnakes about with tbein. I'hev coil
tin-i- in huge lull's ami toss them up and
down: tbev twine them about their necks and
luck them between the belts of their kilts ami
their waists and carry them, held lit the mid-
dle. In their in h All this time thev are
gyrating about the d plaza. Now
they circle ulnar with their serpents In their
bauds Now they g" forward and bock, ine

time as the pulefaces do in the quadrille.
Then, at a signal on a tom-tom- . the dancers
form iu threes and. with the snakes wriggling
In their hangs, thev mnrcli backward and for-
ward Another beat on the toni-ioi- and they
form in 11 long row. and while they fondle the

nukes, the snake priest, an old. wrinkled.
White-haire- Uoiilll, goes down the line sprink-
ling sacred meal on the rattlesnakes Then
the dance staris anew. More Hirelings, march-lug- s

and counter-marchin- by ones, two and
threes follow (or half an hour longer. Occa-
sionally a reptile will wriggle Itself loose from
an Indian's baud and lull he ground, it Is
Instantly picked up, the Mogul apparently
puyltiK no nn 'Ution as I" how or whore lie
seizes the angry serpent. So paleface visitor

ver know- - whether a dancer Is bitten bv a
serpent. The Moguls will never tell of it af-
terward. The decoction, the Ingredients ,,f
which are unknown outside of a few Hoqula,
thai the sii.tlo dancers drink for two duys pre-
vious to the dances is said to make the 1111 u
prool (.gainst the serpents' venom.

Altogether the snake dance lasts about fifty
minutes At its close the Indian spectators

rma and bending their bodies hack and forth
In time to the rapid chorus they are shouting
over and over again. They are singing that
now has the mentor serpent been pleased;
that he has seen how his children In the val-
ley have been well treated, and that ho will
bless the Moqul people bv beneficent showers
on tho cornfields The dancers are dr pplng
and running with perspiration nnd mingled
red. white and black imlntn. Two or three
bucks, wenry and excited, can now scarcely
hold the maddened nnd writhing so rponts. nnd
the paleface siootators who lire gathered on
the stone housetops catch their br"ath, os
they see the dancers clumsily pick up the
snakes, which are coiling to strike their fangs
Into the bare logs nnd feet. No one who has
not seen It would lielieve that these men could
be so thoroughly Indifferent P the venom of
the rattlesnake Several of the older, almost
nude dancers reel and stagger, but catch
themselves ns they whirl aUuit with their t d

snnrl of seritentH in thnlr hands. he ugod
nnnko priest beats vigorously on the toni-to-

so that the bents may bo heard above the din
of welnl walling. The dancers form In single
II If and throw the snakes in a bent1. A score
of women rush forward and scatter meal on the
horrid mass, at tho same moment making a
fervid Invocation. In a second more the
dancers liidiseilminntely seize as many ser-
pents as each can handle, and start on a run
like deer down the bard, beaten, precipitous
path to the sandy plain at theedgoof the pue-
blo There the men hastily kneel, and. with
their bundles of serpents still lightly gripped
in their hands, thev murmur a brief prayer.
Some of the men then run to the east, others
to the north, others to the south, and the rest.
to tlm west, and all liberate the serpents mi
the desert. In a moment the perspiring men
come running back to the plaza. The dancers,
with the high snnke priest, go into the sub-
terranean stone chamber, the klvu. for a few
minutes of worship. Then thev take an emetic,
perhaps with the purpose nf ridding themselves
of any poison from the serpents that mny huvo
entered their systems during the ceremonies.
Tills done, the Moguls go to their homes in
silence. They have fiennrnied the most

service of their lives. They have pro-
pitiated the snake gixl. and they are content.
Their wives mid sweethearts wait upon them
during the next few hours. They are washed
from their paint nnd they rest upon newly
made pallets. On the morrow they are as well
ns ever, when the pueblo feast takes place, ami
the green corn nnd melons arc eaten without
stint.

Tho is another dane of the
Mogul to propitiate the blneksnakes. and It,

takes place annually In the llrst week of Sep-
tember, and less than half 11 dozen iiersons
outside of the warriors of the nntion are per-
mitted to look upon the spectacle. The

Is performed in tho subterranean
stone kiva for live successive nights. The
feeding of the sacred serpents is the most
startling part of the performance, it Is done
nt the dead of night and by about ten of the
chosen voung men in the Moqui tribe. They
ore Becretlv drilled night aftor night for
months, nnd only married men nre eligible as
performers. During the time they are pre-
paring for their part in the observance of the
I'n they are supported by the tribe
as iiersons worthy unusual consideration.
Harrison K. Curtis, who was Indian agent at
the Navajo reservation, has been twice a wit-
ness of the extraordinary scenes nt the

He recently described to the
writer what he saw there as follows:

"When the four guests from outside the Mo-

guls were escorted to the kiva and were helped
in perfect darkness down the ancient worn
steps, hewn in the rock uivn which the Mogul
pueblos are built, it was at about 11:30 P. at.
The kiva is a solid stone chamber, u grotto,
t hat must have taken years and years to hew
in tho rocks with the erudo Indian tools. It
is thirty feet long nnd twenty feet wide. I
never saw it more gruesome place. On the
night of tho feeding of the snakes there was no
light there but ntlre of mosquito branches In
the centre of the chamber. There wen about.
Ilfty of the old and chosen Mogul bucks stand-
ing crowded there as spectators. The expres-
sion of awe nnd intense reverence for tho
place and ull they saw was apparent on the In-

dians' rod faces as the fitful light of the fire
fell upon them. A squaw, the only woman in
the chamber, sat by the tiro and laid fresh
mesquite branches on It every few mlntucs.
Not a loud word was spoken for n long time.
The Indian guide called my attention to tho
stalks of growing corn and shoots of bean
plants that were upparently flourishing there
us in the sunshine.

torn him grow heap high now. so snake
god like Moqui hear, and we get heap rain all
soon now sure.' whispered tho guide to me us
I surveyed the chamber.

"About the rough-hew- n walls of the chain- -
her were horrible wooden images of snakes,
with green skin, blood-re- d aim shiny eyes,
nnd black tongues. At each end of the raised
.itage were mam moth representations of horned
toads, done in wood. The Indian guide whis-lero- d

that they were 'heap old had been there
long before there wore any white men any-
where.' There were a dozen wooden snake Im-
ages, carved and painted with remarkable real-
ism. They wen1 lying near the growing corn.
They were Ave and six feot long.lhree and four
Inches in diameter ut the largest parts. Tho
painting on them gave a startling appearance.
No one was allowed to approach nearer than
about ten feet to the gruesome effigies, and no
one ever handles them on pnln of dreadful
punishment, unless after appointment by tho
watch priests for participation In the annua
ceremony of feeding tho sacred serpents.
The heuds of the Images were as large us u
man's head and evidently of wood. The eves
were of a lecnllar green that made them
gleam even In the darkest part of the stone
chamber. There were contrivances by which
'lie eyes of the effigies were opened and closed.
The mouths could be opened and shut. Thero
were two rows of shining white teeth In tho
mouths, and long, forked, blood-re- d tongues
were shot forth from the throats of tho snakes.
The bodies were painted exactly like huge
rattlesnakes. Kven the scales of the reptiles
were reproduced.

"At the sudden beating of a drum-lik- e

that sounded similar to a Hindoo tom-
tom, the performers of the night came run-
ning in from an adjacent apartivcnt that was
concealed from view by an ingeniously ar-
ranged curtain of some fabric to resemble
the walls of the kiva. There were ten dancers,
and they were all strong-limbe- tall and atb-leti- c

Indian braves between tho ages of IS and
HO. They were nude, except for orceehclotlis
of skins, but painted with whito and yellow.
Strings of turtle-shel- l rattles were tied about
their ankles. At another scries of taps on the
tom-to- affair they ranged themselves ut the
front of the raised stage, and then, at another
signal, began a slow, weird movement in per-
fect unison. Tho rattles at their ankles were
moved in exact time to the words und rhythm
of the song. The Indian guide whispered
that that was the way tho female water-snak- e

was colled to seo what they were doing to
please her. Other dunces, songs in different
time and movement, but all of them slow und
monotonous, followed for an hour or more.
The desire of each of the suvage invocutlons
was rain and much of it.

"Suddenly there was u furious beating of the
tom-to- and the dancers disappeared behind
the cm lain as quick y its they had appeared.
Then two Indians came out with a long pole,
and having fastened cords to Its ends, drew it
up to tho celling. Attached to this pole was
some flimsy fabric that noted as a curtain in a
theatre, and shut off the view if the stage when
It was up. In n second a hush came over the
assemblage, and every 0110 felt that now was
coming the climax. The lire was renewed,
und the air became oppressively hot nnd noi-
some. Another beating of the tom-to- and
three old Indians, with nothing on but prodlg-- j
ions strings of shells und teeth of wild beasts
and paint from bead to foot, came forth.
Knch hud a live rattlesnake about his nee..
Tliey danced backwani and forwanl, unwound
tho reptiles from their necks, and performed
several feuts with the writhing crentures.
They throw them in tho air as one would a
cat. they placed them in tholr breeoholoths,
and they placed the heads of the reptiles In
their own mouths while they leatied alsiut und
iwung one another like rollicking little school-
boys.

"Another signal on the drum or tom-to-

nnil ten young men. arrayed in paint and or-
naments us lie others, ran forth uisin tho
raised platform. Kueh seieed one of the

of the rattlers, ami lu u second was
buck of the curtain. In a moment It seemed
us if pundemnnlum was let loose. There weriu

yells, piercing shrieks, maniacal
screams, sepulchral grouns. imitations of the
icreech of a lynx, tlie now Is of a coyote and the

grunt of an enraged grizzly bear, combined
with hisses, ronra and every harsh sound Hint.
the human voice is capuble of. ami noises
made on Indian musical instruments. I
never heurd such horrid noises. The stone
chamber rung with the dreadful sounds.

"The noises bud continued for ten minutes
when nil at once the imliatii.n serpents, which
hud been can led behind tho curtain, darted
their enormous beads through the holes in the
lower part They came out, head, back, and
utmost hull their length, moving their heads
from side to side as if singling out a siwctatOr
tor attuck. their white teeth gleaming, their
jaws opening wide and uculii oloslns with u
snap, und their red, forked uitiguos constantly
darting in and out of their months. At the

' same time each performer, who hud taken bis
; inako under bis orin. seemed about to bo d

by its strength. It struggled to es-
cape, twisting its ugly neck about bis arm.
darting Its tongue into bis very fitce. und then,
raising itself, would throw Itself out with a
mighty spring so that he had to clasp both
arms around It and puss it tightly uguinst his
naked bosom to hold It.

"All the time Hie old mini, with face paint-
ed in crimson and white and great horizoiilu!
red stripes across bis chest and buck who
represented the universal creator and fructi-- 1

Her of everything was moving rapidly from
one snake to the oilier, spi inkling upon the
head of each some of the sabred meul from
the pouch bung ut his neck. Tho snakes
Stretched out. their long necks as he ap-
proached, sonietiiui'f three or four feet beyond

' the curtain, pushing their bends against ouch
01 lei ami darling out their tongues In heir
e: g riiesi, to get at the meal and their anger
in the delay Af u bead wits thrust out tho
old nian would throw his right arm around
tiie neck nnd hold it close 1, gainst bin side.
while he allowed it to lick up the meal which
he held iu bis left hand. As the snake turned
and twisted, it seemed to require his whole
hi length to hold It, an much us It he were
trying to rest rain an unruly horse by the
bridle. The uneuthly orles and roars behind
aba ourtsUji nauar oaaaas while tba tlsimaia

! t either aide kept up all the while their mo-
notonous chant and step to the time of the turtle
rattles.

"The naked, brown-skinne- d dancers, with
' their lank black hair hanging about their

hideously pnlntod faces, the monster snakes
thrusting their heads out through the curtain,
with their gleaming teeth and their red
tongues; the masked Tlgure holding one or the
largest under one arm while he fed It with
tho other: the man struggling with one ser-Iic-

while he strove to push asldo the hend
of another which wan reaching out to seize
him: the horrible combination of sounds
from behind the curtnhi nil this by the dim.
flickering light of the lire burning In tho cen-
tre, at, the midnight hour, in n subterranean
cavern, made up a thing of weird horror
never to bo forgotten. The effect wits the
result of nn ingenious mechanism of springs
linldo the bodies of tho snakes, with clover
ac'ing on the pnrt of the performore. but the
Illusion won perfect.

" Kor about half nn hour this performance
lasted. Then 'n n second tho serpents minds
were withdrawn nnd the noises ceased an If
by magic. Tho tom-to- was again beaten
as another signal md tho ourtnln was low-
ered. There stood the growing green oorn.
The performers, now sleek and dripping with
perspiration, oncn more rangod themselves
nt the side of the stone platform and began
new dnneos nnd fonts In leHnlng nnd howling.
It was now past midnight. The Indian guide
snld the ceremony would not cense until day-
light, and Hint several of tho dancers often
kept up such extreme physical exertion for
two or three dnyn nt n time. 1 was taken
back to my gunrters In the pueblo of Oraihi by
my Moqui guide, but I never slept a wink that

It is tho most sight
Jig-In-

.

ever looked upon."

avARVKn nr a shark.
A Sixteen-Foo- t Monster Thnt T)ld Sentinel

liuly at the Dry Tortugas.
From fAt A' mini City Journal.

The recent onlorlng of troops to the Dry
Tortugas. Florida, recalls a curious incident
In which n boy prevented the escape of pris-

oners nnd performed a humanitarian act.
which was groatly misunderstood at the time
and aroused no little comment In the press of
the day.

At tho time mentioned the Island of Dry Tor-
tugas was used as n great prison, and bounty
junipers, deserters and prisoners of all classes
were oonflned there to tho number of soveral
thousands.

Tho island is but thirteen acres in extent,
surrounded by a wldo and docp moat, which
made It almost inu isslhlo for prisoners to
escape, yet every time a vessel came into the
harbor one or moro men would make the at-

tempt. Obtaining ropes, they would lower
themselves Into the moat from a porthole,
swim across the ditch, and try to pass out the
tide gate, despite the fuct that sentries paoed
up and down on every face ami kept watch-
ful vigilance, with orders to lire nnd cnll tho
guard. Several prisoners did escape the
sharp eyes of the guards by swimming and
dodging under wuter when passing the senti-
nel, llesching tho tide gate, they would dive
again, swim to the channel, and in the dark-
ness climb aboard the steamer lying there
and conccnl themselves.

lint all wero uot successful. Several unfor-
tunate men dropped into the ditch from the
ropes and were found drowned the following
morning. Tho guards were doubled and
everything done to prevent the uttempted es-
capes; not because there was uny danger of
the men getting away, as the transports wore
ulways seuroheu. but to prevent cusunlties.

Just then it happened that Hie surgeon of
the post was muklng a study of the large
sharks thereabouts, und one day his son sug-
gest cdthul thev put u big manenter in the most
where It could be watched. He said to Gen.
Meigs, who was stationed at. Fort Jefferson
at that time: "It will prevent the men from
swimming the moat, und iio be the means of
saving their lives."

The proposition was put Into immediate ef
fect. The surgeon s son. with the ttoys of
another officer, went out Ashing and soon cap-
tured a shark, which tho surgeon's twclve-oaro- d

barge towed In shore, the hugo fish
beating-- the water with its tail, and at one
time taking the cut wuter ill its jaws and shak-
ing it as u cat would a mouse.

Finally, after several hours of hard work
and with tho assistance of many men. the
shark, which wus nt least thirteen feet in
length, was hauled over tho tide bridge, the
surgeon's son cut out the hook, and with a
swirl of its big tail Hie monster went dashing
away.

This shark was dubbed the Provost Marshal
by the prisoners, nnd that It Inspired a whole-
some droud in their minds was noon evident.
Hut it was a perfectly harmless creature.
It swam round und round very near tho brick
vail, with one eye cast up pathetically. It

n formidable sicctiiele, moving slowly
I

along, and no one dared enter the water, con-
sequently no casualties were reported. Hut It
was not long before an urticle api eared in a i

Northern puper calling attention to the terrors
of Dry Tortugas, where nmnng of her tortures
the Union officers used maneater sharks to cap-
ture prisoners, and so no little excitement was
occasioned among thoughtless renders In
the North nnd South at what was conceived to
be a brutality of the officers who hud charge
of the Dry Tortugas prison.

Meanwhile the great shark. In reality a
timid and utterly demoralized creature, was
swimming about, refusing tho daintiest mor-
sels of fish which were offered it. flnnlly be-
coming so tame Hint It could bo touched by
its Isiy captors, who followed it about on rafts
while the naturalist watched the method of
swimming nnd made many sketches of It and
the singular fishes which clung to its sides.
The shark lived six months, finally dying of
starvation. Its jaws may now be seen In the
American Museum of Nutural History, Central
Park, New York city.

THIS HOTEL Or EXPLANATIONS.

A Summer Resort Whoso Guests AH Tell
tho Maine Story.

The tone of the house is the highest. It
even has pretensions to a certain quiet

Of its exclusiveness anybody can
tell who applies for rooms and fulls to mention
the name of some former guest in good stand-
ing. Such an omission sends the letter Into
the waste basket along with similar docu-
ments that lack the credentials necessary
when one would enter thN establishment
which hits been perched in the hills of Connec-
ticut for seventy years.

Iu the curlier days, when New York families
emigrated there with their children and ser-
vants and remained to enjoy the plenty and
simplicity of its life until late in the autumn,
the customs at tho old house were somewhat
different from those Hint prevail there
This difference is rather iu the guosts than in
tho establishment itself. That is still con-
trolled by the son of the man who first opened
it to the world. He defers to the traditions of
forty years ago and the standard he recognizes
is that established then. But the guests have
changed. Ono of the most striking features
of this change is a strain
which makes itself heard in their conversation.
They used to be there as children, many of
them, und they could not hnve learned that
tone from thulr parents, lint it is interesting
to listen to it

"I'm only expecting to bo here for a week or
ten days." 0110 of the women will suy, "be-
cause I've promised to be at Nurragansett In
two weeks. I really ought to be there now.
Hut I came up for a week's rest and 1 need it.
I have been on tho go ever since Decoration
Day ono house party after another and I
simply had to come here for a little quiet.".

This is one of the characteristic ways of
announcing one's intentions on arriving.
I'sually the result is entirely the contrary.

vou the son who comes to the house for
this brief recreation is likely to remain for
several mor.ths. It is not tlm young womeu
who have a monopoly of this kind of thing.

"I shall be here for somo tlinu." unsworn a
dowager to a similar opening sully. "Ma-
llei's ut Newport, and bIib'b to be there for
three weeks longer. Then she may go to
Lenox; the Drowns want her there; SO do the
Joneses, and possibly she'll goto liar Harbor
just to keep from having to run tho risk of of-
fending either one or the other of them. I'll
have to wait until she cornea home, and then
I don't know whore wo'lLgo."

She knew perfectly well that she would go
homo und stay there. Every other woman In
tho group knew the same thing, for this par-
ticular speaker had been coming to the ltouse
longer than anybody else iu it, and bur
habits were pretty well known.

"Well. I'm dreadfully uncertain," said a
thlii-litee- woman, moving her chulr about to

out of the nun. "both my boys are yacht
ng and I haven't mi idea where they are.

Tho lust letter I got they were up on the
Maine coast, and I expect they've slopped at
Har Harbor for a while. They want mo to
meet them nt New port, but haven't an idea
when to sinrl. so I've simply to vvult here for
news from them."

The sir was cleared by tle-.-- preliminary
explanations. They never did any harm, for
thev were rurniy believed. Such little over-
tures preceded every conversation and then
the women were happy, boniot lines there
wus u foundation of truth in the stories and
sometimes they were wholly true. In other
cases they were pure fabrications that the wo-
men thought necessary to demonstrate that
they were not in this quiet country place be-

cause it was impossible for them to get any-
where else. They were all Utere for the good
air, good food and heaithfulueas they found.
But they alwaya wanted It understood that
they bad other and man faanlonaUe tmoatvtm.

CUBAN AFFAIRS OF HONOR.

SKTKRAtj TtJTEt.H srnF.nvt.KTt TO Bit
FOtOTIT IN BATAN A.

Affairs on lr. Congosto's Rands Fighting
Cuban Kilttors The Dual an Institution
nn the Island Clubs Where yunrreU
Arise A l.ltrrnttir nn the Mnhjrrt.

Duelling is one of the institutions of Cuba.
Probably with the evacuation of tho Island
by the Spanish forces It will go as the bull
fight and the lottery will also go. There wero.
however, several affairs of honor whloh It,

wns promised should be settled by a resort to
tho code as soon as the cessation of hostili-
ties permitted the prohibition laid by Gen.
Itlnnco on duelling to be raised. The

would have no resort to arms
among quarrelling army officer nnd civil
officials during the blockade.

Dr. Congosto, tho Cuban Hocretary-Genera- l,

who was formerly Spanish Consul nt Phlla-de'phl-

has several postponed events on his
hnnds. He had many disagreements with
Consul Oeiierul 1.00, and among the ignorant
Spaniards of Havana it was tho common be-1'-

that the Secretary-Gener- would hold Gen.
Leo personally responsible for the troubles
which were thickening around tho Blanco ad-

ministration. Congosto had also many bit- -

tor quarrels with the Amorican newspaper
correspondents. He frequently to'd them
that only the duties of his official post kept
him from calling them out. His fiercest quar-
rel was with one of the editors of the mostr
violent Spanish newspaper published in
Havana. Tho two men came to blows, and
formal challenges wore reported to have been
exchanged. At the time when Sampson's
fleet wns guarding Havana harlior and the
peaceful blockade was likely to glvo way any
day to a bombardment Its presence caused
less excitement than tho impending duel be-

tween the Secretary-Gener- and the jour-
nalist. Blanco's veto on the duel ended the

but the sequence Is now duo. There
is In the Cuban capital a German of somo no-

toriety as a fighter, who, If he carries out a
declared purpose, will never let Congosto
leave Cuba without giving him a gentleman's
satisfaction for insults whloh could not be
resented at the tlmo they were received.

The Havana editors liitve usuully Bhown will-
ingness to buck their opinions by resorting to
the code, though it is not invoked with the
sumo frequency us among French editors, A
few weeks beforo the American Consuls were
withdrawn front the island the itutonomist
Government wus honeycomlied with intrigues
11ml torn by dissensions. An outcome of this
situation was a proeeotive duel lietween Fer-
dinand do Castro, the present civil Governor
of tho province, und the editor of ono of the
autonomist newspapers. Tho town wns full
of 11 rumor one night Hint the meeting bad
taken place and thut one of the principals hud
been wounded. This wns untrue, but tho
reulity was Hint stern onlers und energetic ac-

tion on tho purt of Blanco had prevented the
meeting. Several of the Havana editors und
reporters have reconls as duellists. One of
them has his offlc1 ornamented with weapons
of nil kinds, some of them trophies. To the
indignant subscriber who wants u retraction
is given a chance among them.

The I'nlon Club of Havana, which, without
being fust. Is not slow, bus a room which is de-
voted to nuns, and tules of practice and of
prowess there sometimes foreshadow the set-
tlement of a difficulty. Fencing is a leading
diversion, and facilities for pistol practice are
not lacking. In tho rooms of a building over-
looking the Prado and the central park sev-

eral duels have beeu fought. A year or more
ago a voung man. 11 of a n

family, was found dead Iu one of these rooms.
In his pwket was a letter saying that his pur-
pose was to commit suicide und giving direc-
tions in rcgunl to various iwrsumd matters.
He had been killed in it duel. The circum-
stances were all known, but neither the sur-
viving principal nor uny of the seconds was
arrested. It Is customary for each of the prin-
cipals to write a letter of this kind. Usually
its existence does not become known, because
it fatal result is utmost us rare us in Uermuu
students' duels.

There is it local literature of duelling which
is much read. On the shelves of the Havana
book stores can usually be found a pamphlet
which gives n complete account of duels
fought for a imriod of years. The compiler
is un ardent admirer of the code. His pam-
phlet gives the names of the principals and
seconds, the causes of the challenges, nnd
the Incidents of the combat. A tow fatal
endings ure recorded. Ouarrels over politics
appear to lie u common cuuse of duels. Then
there are those "insults unprovoked." which
in the United States would bo culled bur-roo-

squabbles. In some cases it discreet
hint Is given thut 11 woman's honor hud Isten
rashly questioned und atonement made. A
suggestion is also occasionally conveyed that
n disagreement arose nt the gaining tnble.
This is apt. to hnve been tho cause wnen the
principals were members of the Clroulo Mlii-tu-

or Spanish Military Club. Formerly
high stnkes were played fornt this club ami the
officers quarrelled. Some names thai were
well known in Havana u deende or two ago
appear ill this pamphlet.

Another handy volume which can be had nt
the iiook stores Is a complete treatlsoron arms
und duelling. A portion of its contents was
published in ono of the newspapers a few
years ago. The duellist, this treuliso declares.
is a noble and generous tyiie created by the
fantasy of legend. As to the actual crossing
of weapons Slolicre's sage advice that the art
consists in giving and in not receiving is
quoted approvingly. It is further declurcd
that the two principal reasons which justify
the existence of duelling are the force of public
opinion and the insufficiency of tho laws to
protect individual honor.

The duel, the uuthor says, has nn immense
advantage in that It gives respectability even
to the vanquished. Reflectively, lie adds that
the code of honor Is ut times as impotent as
the Penal Code. The French writers nre
quoted extensively and approvingly In laying
down the conditions under A'hicit reparation
for wounded honor may bo sought. Causes
which may be made the ground of a challenge
are described as the offence simple, the offence
with insult and the offence with blow and
wound. Tho first offence is admittedly the
most difficult to differcntiute. The second is
easily disposed of because an Insult in an In-

sult and can be instinctively apprehended.
Regarding the blow or the wound Hie rule for
determination Is tho French maxim. "Qui
louche frappe" ("Who touches strikes' 1.

Three arms are recognized us legitimate
duelling weapons. They ure the sword, the
suhre or cutlass, and the pistol. Most of the
Cuban duels were formerly fought with the
sabre or cutlass. Its use wus upheld on the
ground that while the cut nnd the contusion
from It disfigured, it did not make u serious
wound. The skill required for its proper han-
dling Is also cited as a point in Its favor, while
its superiority over tho sword in several re-
spects Is pointed out. Nevertheless, In recent
years the sword has come to be a popular
weapon for duelling, and the Havana fencing
schools encourage it. Tiie pistol is seldom
employed in Cuban duels.

JCJB CREAM SODA FOR FIFE CENTS.

Many Flares Slow In Winch the Popular
Demand tor It Is Supplied.

There are now in tho city a great number of
places where ice cream soda is sold for ffvu
cents. Such pluccs may be found all over town.
It Is not so many years ago since the soiling of
ice cream in soda water at any price was
begun. Once started many people soon en- -
rtagisi In it, and confectionery storos. with a

water counter down one side, pro-
vided with seats for the oonvenlence of their
customers, and selling ioe cream soda at live
cents, are now common. Perhaps there are
more such establishments close together in
upper Third avenue, in Harlem, than in any
other part of the city.

ur tears to hire.
For sv Small Hum a German Company Will

Satisfy tho Most Exacting Hostoss.
A limited liability company has been formed

in Halle, Germany, for the purpose of supply-
ing hostesses with guests suited to tholr various
needs. The following are somo of the charges
mentioned in the prospectus:

Dancing men in evening dress, 'J to fit) murks;
dancing men, good tuikurs, 'J to Mil marks;
dancing men with monocle, :t to 10 murks;
cotillon specialists, li to 75 marks; old gentle-
men with decorations, it to 75 marks; retired
Majors for chaperons. 3 to 7ft marks ; nobleman
to take hostess In to supper, 20 marks.

Joe Jeffarsou's Dlrch Bark Check tar .

From the Fortland Argut.
There is a bank In a little country town up in

the mountains of New Hampshire, ns the story
is told, which holds u chock of Joseph Jefferson
for $2. The eh ok Is ill a frame, under gluss,
and will probably never lie been by Mr. Jeffer-
son. It wus written while the vuteruu actor
wun out 011 a hunting aud llbhiiig trip. While
following the road on foot to u town he came iu
sight of 11 larin liouse Here, he thought, was an
opportunity to hire a wagon and teum to curry
him the remalndorof the w'uy. But to bis sur-
prise lie louud that he dll not have the $'J. Not
a piece of paiier could be found, no the old
comedian took out his knife, cut a aquare pieoe
of white birch bark from one of the trees
near by, aud wrote u check for the amount on
that. When the little country village was
reached this unique check was taken to the
bank, by the farmer and Immediately cashed.
The bank bad it framed and keeps it aa a aouve-ul- x

of the great aaUur.

PANTHER GAP'S VrOODVHXWKS.

Their Fnn In Rednrlng Fat Hasnlta In the
Formation of an OH Company, Limited.
Simpson-- Okeik. N. C, Sept lkln'

about, woodchucka." said Blge Blocum to a
crowd of hunters nnd squatters at old Jake
Lipscomb's store at the corners under King's
Mountain, "blame my cats if I won't bet my
slotted coon dog I.lckem ngln' a yearlln' ca'f
Hint thar's moh wotslchuoks an' smarter
ones et thot In Painter Gnp than thnr Is In
any county in ole Nnwth Cnh'lin'."

"Kf projcMn 'bout 'possums,"
said Uncle Caleb. Col. Thompson's fnctotum.

" 'Possums be durned." ejaculated Blge. "A
possum's nowhnr 'lougslde a nice, fat young

woodohuck. nigger'.''
"They-un- s ain't neither nowhar when "you

kin git a young coon," said Pete Blinks, n3ong-llmbe-

d denizen of Hear Run. "But
they's nuther hy'r nor thar. Whnt we nil
waut lo know U what Blgo kno's 'bout tho
woodchueks uv Painter (lap."

"You fellers won't believe mo, I know."
said Bige, "but I kin git a 'davit ur a Elian
Capua from Jim Vluum un' Sol Akers thet I
nln't stretehin' tho blanket a inch 'n' halt
when I say them's tho cutest varmints In tho
Ole Nnwth State."

"Go ahead, Blgo!" said old Jake Lipscomb.
"I'll set up tho whito liker myself fur a good
story. It's iilmitv dtirn tirln' settiu' hero
tntkln' 'bout' nothln'."

"Jess er. you say, Sol." replied Bige. "Me
an' Jim Vluum nn' Sol Akcr was down In
Pnlnter Gup six weeks ago huntln' vvil' hogs.
They's 'bout tho only critters they
ain't no close season on jus' now. We hnd
awful pob luck thet day. un' ole Sol was

tho hard times nn' slackness of game
when Jim Vinum cum Into camp oz
full of excitement cz 11 wiP bonr lz full of light.

"'Cum rite along, boys.' said he, When ho
cud talk. 'I've seed the durndest night I
ever laid eyes on. Over thar in tho gap thar's
a big cliff of rocks 'bout u hundred foot high,
an' durn my boots ef thnr ain't a thouean'
woodchueks a playin' circus right up an' down
thet cliff. You all needn't look et me zlf I
wns a gosh durned liar. I ain't told you haf
what I scon.'

".Urn was so excited wo knew lie hud seen
somethin' wuth seein'. so wo up and follered.
'Bout a mile from camp we cum out In n bunch
of laurel on the mountiii side. Across the
gnp wits a big cliff, of rocks over u hundenl
feet high, an' scattered all round 'mong the
rocks wuz tho biggest crowd of woodchueks I
ever seed. Thar wuz more'n a hunderd in
sight, an' they to be neomin' an' a
disnppearin' nil the time. Over to the left we
saw a bunch of forty or tlftv groiui' hogs it set-ti- n'

on a big Hat stone which 'poured to bo
movlu' up un' down. Presently that thar
stone tipped over, nn' I expected to see it go

down tho mountain. It didn't,
though, but them groun' hogs did go asullln'
down the cliff. What puzzled us most fur it
minute or two was tho fuct Hint them groun'
liogs was strung out, one after uuotber jus'
like n string of sasslngers. Down they went,

till thev struck the bot-

tom of the little valley, an' then they shot up
on one side llfty feet afore they stopped. That
wns the blumedest think I over seed, un' I

was reddy to bust out in n big luff,
what 11 funny thing it was which sent them it
sallln'. down the mountain, when I looked up
un' need another batch of chucks u teeterln'
up 1111' down on that same big-- flat stone. It
hadn't giv' way et all. an' the funniest thing
about It was them chucks seemed to know it
wouldn't.

".les then ole Sol whispered tin' said. 'Durn
mv ole hide, boys, jes' look ct that stone them
critters is on.' We looked, an' sure's
I'm here u telliu' you nil, that stone from the
top UV the clift to the bottom und Ilfty feet
up on the other side was hollered out. The
holler 'peered to bo bout a foot wido un" half
it dozen inches deep, an' it run from be place
whtir the big leetcrin' stone dipped along the
clift. in an' out. like a snake's trail, down to
the bottom. The holler was brown an' dnrk.
nn' from whar we sot. 'poured iO be greasy.
It bed 11 greasy shine to it enyhow.

" "What in thunder does it mean?' suid Vi-

num. Hut befoh anybody could guess the
big stone tipped over an 'another butch uv
chucks went un' rippetty
clip, down the chute."

'lilnme me.' said Sol. ef thet don't look
like thet fool story 1 read in a paper 'bout folks

the chutes. The paper said thut
iolks went up into a big. high blldin', whar
fur the price uv a goon, square swaller of
white liker thev could git into a tiling thet
looked like a Johnhont an' go like llghtnin'
down plank road und till
they went splash Into a big pond of water.
But it gets me how them chucks could a heerd
ov it.'" Thet nin't it.' suid Jim. I kin seo what
they're '

" 'What?' sez me an' ole Sol.
" 'Don't you 'uns seo they's lots of hog fat

chucks over thar''" 'Bowlegged with fat,' said Sol.
" Jes so. an' over on the right "you-uns'-

notice a lot thet arc thin as a bur iu the spring.
NovO'ioU. an' see.'

"Sure emiff. When the next lot landed nn'
the chucks started back UP the cliff we could
see thet sum wero so fat they could scarcely
walk while others was thin ez razor-hacke- d

hogs. Vn watched them go up un'jine the
erowd an' then we saw tho thinnest chucks go
off by themselves an' lay down in it bunch iu
the sun while the fat ones guthered about tho
teeterln' stone agin.

"I hedn't got onto the secret yet, but after a
few more trips 1 did: an' I'm (turned ef It
wasn't one uv the funniest things I ever seed.
Them chucks wasn't only fur fun,
ez we thought fust off. It was a mix of busi-
ness with pleasure with the critters. By tills
time the Btono tramway wns nn'

in' in the sun nn' we could see thut It wns
tit tun ' more nor less then grease thet dun it

Mnv 1 be treed bv a druv ofwlP hogs ef them,
critters wasn't d'liberately off their
fut. The stone gutter was hot from the sun,
an' between the heat an' the frickshun of
slldin' down the moiintin tho fat jes nacherly
oozed out'n their hides. Et wuz ull plain cz
day. They'd got too fat in thet land of prom-
ise un' pawpaws an' lied to git sum uv it off
somehow, un' iu somo wuy thoy got onto tho
slidin' business. Wnl, wo watched them
chucks fur a couplo of hours an' fouu' our
the'ry wus right. When a chuck bud slid down
tho chute un climh'd buck a dozen times or no
we could see thet he bed cut down Hie surplus
ut least one-ha- f un' then they'd quit an' fatter
chiicks'd begin, an' so on, till all uv them
looked like they'd been run through a close
ringer. Then, nfter they'd all rested, they
trotted off into the woods.

"The next day an' the day follerin' wo hid
in the saine place an' suw the sumo program,
an' thet all thet come wero fat ez they could
roll, un' all thet left were thin us Gov'ment.
llcker. On the fo'tb dav after the circus mo an'
Soi nn' Jim climh'd down tho mountln nn'
looked nt tho slide. Et was jest ezwo all
thought. Tho stone wuz hollared out ull tho
wuy from top to bottom, an away up tho other
side, an' the holler ut the bottom wuz hnf full
of as purty woodehuek lie ez you ever seed.
Tho grease wuz cleur cz lamp lie, except here
an' thnr a hmr wuz mixed Into It. Olo Sol
you know, is it genyus. All at once he busted
out an' Bed:

"'Boys, wo kin make a pile out. n this thing.'
" 'How's thet?' snld Jim.
"'Wo kill siivo this lie, run It thro" a hnlr

Rppxa to git rid of tho hair an' din, un' sell it
fur the best of blslklo grease.'

"'Bow'll we ketch it? said Jim. When the
holler gits full et the bottom It all splashes
over. You all kin pee fur yorselvcs thet Is u
fact," said he. polntln' to 1I10 groun'. which
wus as greasy ez the floor uv 11 ll derrick.

"'Easy 'uuff.' said Sol. 'We kin bore two or
three holes rite through the bottom of tho
troff, an' let the grease run Into a kag. When
one ez full, we km tuke it awuy un' put in an-

other.'
"The moro wo thought of tho plan the better

wo liked it. un' wo went right Into it hustle,
un' in les'n it week we wuz buck with three

kags an' in less'n ten days every
wuz full. Thet was six weeks ago, an' woftug shipped three kags uv chuck lie to ole

Mnie Garrlsh nt Churl'ton. an' It sells et ono
dollar a pint un' hard to git et thet. Wo uns
hev formed a corprashun an' hev a charter
from West Vurgliuiy, ez the Kusli'u'l

Comp'ny. Limited, un' ez we-un- s hev
loosed ull of Panther Hup. we exjiect to make
a fortune out of our knowledge of how n wmx1-cluic- k

reduces his ad'poso tlsliue an' he. fun
glttiu' rid of It."

GIFT TO CANOVAS'S WIDOW.

Mot a Timely Fresent-- It Is a Map of the
Philippines in Uold ami Jewels.

The frionds of tho Spanish Premier Cunovas
showed good taste when they selected for his
widow an evidence of their sympathy, but tho
appropriateness of the gift is not so greut as it
wus when tho design wus first decided upon.
This present consists of n map of the
Philippines made in gold and jewels. It
cost KIO.tKX). The groundwork of the map
is gold. The islands are lu relief, aud the
cities on them ure Indicated by rubies. The
names are printed in sapphires, while tho dedi-
cation to Mini). Cunovas Is printed in diamonds.
Tlm map Is surrounded by a frame of gold In-

laid with precious stones and Is surmounted by
u bust of the murdered Premier. The map is
Inclosed in u euse of line wisid. The piece was
the work of Spanish artificers und was made lu
Madrid.

Where Io the Sparrows Sleep?
" Do you suppose the sparrows ever get lone-

some, bopping around In the clty'a streets ?"
amid Mr. Gosllngton. "And where do they sleep
nights? Do they sloop anywhere, or just hop
around ail the timet"

WITCHCRAFT tit HAWAII.

Kahnnaa Who Will Undertake in Pray Men
to Death Cheaply and Quickly.

San PanNoiaoo. Sept. 3.-- the Stare
and Stripes were raised over the Hawaiian Isl-

ands Pncle Sam took under his oare some
people. The Kanakas are a quoer

mixture of barbarism and clvlllaatlon. They
never have worked and never will, but in
their Ideal Island home physical labor la not a
requisite of obtaining sustenance. Fruits and
fish are the food of the people, and they can be
obtained with little or no exertion. Clothes
are not nccessory except for purposes of
adornment. Tho thermometer Is seldom leas
than 70 or moro than 80". Coooanuts and ba-

nanas are always ripe. To a large extent they
aro public property.

Imagination in the most highly developed
faculty of tho Kanaka. Gnomes and fairies
nre moro real to him than the bogle man and
Santa Clnus to the ohlld of ctvHlentlon.
When a Kanaka has an enemy he takes a curi-
ous but often successful way of getting rid of
him. In Honolulu and the villages are a large
class of persons known as kahunas. The
Hawaiian who has had a dispute with his
neighbor hires ono of these kahunas to visit
the offondor nnd pray him to death. The only
means of escaping Is for the persecuted per-

son to hire another kahuna who Is equally
powerful. Home of the recommendations
shown by these fakirs nre enriousZIn the ex-

treme. The documents often set forth that
the possessor has caused the death of a cer-

tain person within a few days, and with but
little expense and trouble to his client. The
manner in which the kahunas go about the
work would bo ludicrous if the results were
less serious. Shortly aftor ho has been em-
ployed tho kahuna colls on his victim. He
gravely nays that the victim has displeased
the goddess Pole by unseemly conduct lu as-
saulting or reviling his cheat, and then an-

nounces that he will deliver many fervent
petitions to have him punished. Then he ex-

patiates upon his known standing with the
goddess, and asserts that his prayers are sure
to be answered. During all this time the viu-tl-

has been listening patiently, for there is no
greater offence in the category of sins than to
assault a kahuna of good repute.

Two days after his first visit the kahuna
again culls ou his victim. The wretched of-
fender inn v have gone to another purt of tho
Island, or he may nave hidden in some of the
groves, but the kahuua ilnds him. Durlug
tho tlmo which has elapsed since the first no-
tification that ho was to be prayed to death the
Kanakas have nttrlbuted every evil that has be-

fallen him'tothe bud Influence of the powerful
kahuna his enemy has employed. This time,
unless there is an Immediate satisfactory ad-
justment of the difficulties, the kahuna an-
nounces thut he will not leave him until he
dies. Quite often the kahuna on his second
visit is met by another kahuna who has been
employed by the persecuted one. In suoh
cases the kahunas retire to some secluded
hot and consult. Their conduct toward each
other is most polite, and, indeed, their man-
ners are as careful ns those of the medical pro-
fession lu a civilized couutry.

The first thing which the kahunas discuss is
whether or not it will be to their financial
bi'iieili to cud tho affair or carry it on to the
li.tter end. if the cuso is to be settled fees
are pulil by both.purties to the contest. Gen-
erally It is more profitable to have the oon-te- st

continue. In this event both kahunas go
buck to the place where they huve left the

man. The aggressive kahuna an-
nounces that his prayers have been answered,
and that the great Pele will shortly nffllet
him with a raging fever. He then falls to his
knees and begins a series of loud lamenta-
tions. The other kuhuna.to offset tho malev-
olent influences, prays that'his client niaylhe
allowed to continue in good health; but it he
notices any symptoms of fever approaching he
begins to pray very fervently thut his client
may bo afflicted with a chill, hoping in this way
to get u part of his prayer granted and to en-
able his employer to preserve ids normal

If the victim is a very wealthy man
he often hires two kahunas, in which Instance.
unless they ure very poor ones, his life is com-
paratively sale although it bus happened that
somo kahuna who was not look cm upon as be-
ing an extremely powerful person has caused
tho death of un individual who wus protected
by u number of the best kahunus to be found.

If he Is un extremely aggressive man the vic-

tim will hire a kahuna to go to the person who
tlrst started the trouble and pray him to death.
Thus it will ;be seen thut the process of in-
augurating u proceeding of this kind is often
fraught with peril to both persons. Deaths
lutvu been known to result from the efforts of
the kahunas. The iieoplo are very fanciful,
and tho thought of. being in such danger
causes them to IiixkkI over .e matter until
they really do fall ill of something which is
akin to the malady for which the kahuna
prayed. Tills Is u triumph which no kahuna
will allow to go unnoticed. The person who
caused the kahuna to pray the other man to
death must pay for the funeral, whloh is usu-
ally nn elubornte one.

Tho process of settling disputes In this man-
ner Is most common lntinlund communities.
although it is somewhut in vogue in Houo-ul-

It has been tried on white men many
times, aud in one or two instances has re-
sulted in the kuhuna's being ejected in a most
unceremonious manner. Tho Kanakas have
noma to the conclusion t hat. u white man In not
subject to the goddess Pele and that she will
not punish or reward him. Laws nave been
enacted from time to time to put a stop to the
practice, but the late King Kalukuuit was in-
duced to repeal them, having as the alterna-
tive tho danger of being the subject of all the
prayers of the most powerful kahunas on the
Islands.

OYSTERS MAY BE SVARVB.

Unless the Bivalves Get a Greater Growth In
the Next Two Months the Crop Will Be Short.

From the Philadelphia Ledger.

The question of whether or not the sea-

son's oyster crop will be a good and abundant
one a question of much interest and im-

portance ulike to dealers and consumers is
one thut is surrounded by some uncer-
tainty. A Ledger reporter who went among
some largo Arms In the trade yesterday was
told that tho crop may be an extra flno one or
a oompuralively poor one. It will altogether de-

pend on how tho oysters thrive during Septem-
ber and October. This observation has

to the bivalvos with which the Philu-dclph-

trade is supplied.
Mr. Bogors, of a firm forty years In the bus-

iness, and ono of the most extensive dealers in
this city, said: "Unless the oystors got a
greuter growth proportionately In the weeks
yet to come than they enjoyed during the sum-
mer, tho crop will be below the average both
In quantity nnd quulity. Next month will
solve the problem, September being the best
growing month for them. I returned recently
from a look over ull the grounds in which our
house is Interested, twenty-liv- e or thirty of
them, in ull parts of tho Delaware Bay, and
found them alike backward. In a general way
tho bods may be suid to have been promising
po dead oysters or anything of that sort, but
just slow nnd backward."

"What Is tho mutter with them?" the
asked

"That Is something we cannot get at pre-
cisely." was the renly. "It may be owing to
the excessively hot weather warming the
water, und either iu that way or from some
other cause depriving tho oysters of tho nutri-
ment on which they feed to tho best advantage.
Tho mattor Is not accurately understood.
Sometimes they take on an extraordinary
growth in Juno, July and August, but this sum-
mer has been the revorse with them."" Do you think there is still a fair prospect
for a good crop?" wns tho next quostlon.

"Yes. With the growth thoy now huve there
is a fair prospect. I should say, at least an even
chance, of the crop averaging up next season.
In fact It has been within my observation that,
like tho weather, oysters nre likely to average
up to a pretty wol! recognized standard."

"How will prices rule the coming season?"
queried the reiwrtcr.

"They will bo mostly contingent upon how
the crop conies out," replied Mr. Rogers. " Of
course. If oysters are source thoy will le dearer
tliuu If they wero more plentiful, but even with
un abundant crop pries for good, fat stock will
he well maintained, ns they were lost year.
when, however, the oysters fell off somewhat
from the excellent promise they gave at the
opening ut tile bOOSOIl."

CANTALOUPES.

Many Coming Now from Colorado Tina
Melons from Canada.

Cantaloupes iu large numbers are now brought
to this market from Colorado. They come In
crates, from forty to forty-fiv- e melons to a
crate, and they are shipped in carload lots.
Tlm Colorado melons cost a little more than
Eastern melons, but It is said of them that thoy
can be depended upon to be all sweet melons.
This is the third year in which cantaloupes have
boon received from Colorado, and the second
nenson iu which they have been shipped here
in large numbers. The shipments ure increas-
ing. Colorudomelons are found In this market
from nis nit the middle of August to about tho
middle of Sepieiubcr Eastern melous sre in
market from July to September.

Some fine canialouiies come from Canada.
These have lieea Imported for years, but never
In large quantities. At their cbuapost prion
Canada cantaloupes sail bare tor fifty cents:
they aometimes seU as Ugb as V3 aaub.

SOME " NEW" INDIAN NAMES

DAVOHTKBS OF CHIKFB WITH MANY

A COOMPLISHMKnTn.

Oaa, Famine Johnsoa, Writes Poetry anil
tsa Good Actress -- Well Keeelved Socially
In England Itrlaht Ryea Lectures on In-

dian Topic. The Princess of the Murom.
According to her opportunities the American

Indian woman has kept rood pace with her pale-

face sisters. Along with ths new privileges and
rights exercised by the latter have come
means for the Indian woman also to develop
mentally, and she has not been slow to reoog-nls- a

them, striking examples of their na-

tive Intellectual vigor are shown In what the
new Indlatiawomen have. accomplished In art,
literature and education and In their higher
tending generally.
Among this new generation of Indian re

1'nulinn Johnson. InshtA Theambra.
Eugenie Vincent, Maud Echo Hawk. Jane E. J
Waldron, Minnie Cornelius, Mo-

hawk and Oretchen Lyons. Pauline Johnson,
probably thenoet conspicuous, is the daughter
of an Indian ohlef who lives on the reserva-
tion at Brantford. Ontario. Her education
has, been more than superficial. She Is a
writer and student of literature. Her poetry
has attracted the attention of readers of
periodical publications during the last fir
years, the subjects being chosen from ths
natural Indian surroundings of her own horns.
Miss Johnson has also shown capability aa an
actor in rendlngs from her own works nnd

IndlantoharaoterHn costume. In
England she is received by literary men and
women on an equal footing, and the Individu-
ality of both her written work and her acting M
has made a stir In London. Hiss Johnson has
travelled through this oountry and Canada 41

giving lectures and readings on phases ot In' 1
dlan lite.

Inshta Theambra. or Bright Eyess Is ths
Indian name of Mrs. T. H. Tibbies, whoa
home is in Lincoln. Neb. She is also the
daughter of a ohlef a leading figure among '

ths Omahas and her accomplishments oonld
be divided among bait a dozen women and
equip eaoh of them well.

Bright Eyes was educated at a girls'
school In the East. Ten years after her gradu-
ation she became a lecturer on subjects per-
taining to the Indian. She addressed audi-
ences In England. Bootland and this country.
She has written many magazine articles on
Indian matters.

Her latest acoomplinhment is In art. A year
ago she felt a desire to paint pictures. A
friend gave her brushes, paints and palette,
and she Immediately began to work. Her
first picture painted without instruction, is
said to be wonderfully good, and artists have
pronounced her a genius, ninoe then she has
worked regularly under good instruction.
She has in that time Illustrated a book on In-
dian folk lore. Her husband Is T. H. Tibbies,
a white Populist orator.

Eugenie, an Indian princess of Canada, is
the daughter of Chief iPhlllppa
Vincent of the Hurons, or Tarron Wartesene,
as the tribesmen call him. She lives with her
father at the Indian Lorette near Uueboe, and
is known as the Princess of tho Hurons. Prin-
cess Eugenie Is well educated and speaks Eng-
lish and French as well as her own picturesque
language. She spent eight years at the con-
vent of Churlesbonrg, sings unusually well.
ami Is a good pianist. Upon the piano she im- - '
provisos strange, welnl little pieces and calls ' ,
them by Indian names. One of the duties ot
the Princess is to take charge of the heirlooms
und chief's official articles. There are mcdnls
presented to the family by George IV. and ' i

members of his court, others of a later dute by
Gueen Victoria and the Prince of Wales. .

Among her .valuable possessions is the famous
chief's jacket, a couple of hundreds of years
old. and the official crown, which Is mads v J

of feathers. w
One of the cleverest of the Pnwnee girls is

Maud Echo Hawk, who teaches the children nf
her own people in tho Hope Indian school nt
Springfield. 8. D. she Is young and ambi-
tious und got her own education at the Lin-
coln Institute in Philadelphia. Her father
und all her relatives live in Oklahoma, where-h-

is chief of the Pawnees. Miss Echo Hawk
has adopted the cjaatoms of civilization, and
she Is very eurnest in the belief that the
American Indians nre to lie a power in the fu-
ture. It is this belief that inspires hor to teach
the young redskins the principles of Ameri-
canism along with arithmetic nnd grammar.
She visits hor own people often, and If youSask
her if she would ever go back to her nation to
live she twirls the ring on her left hand ana . -

grows bought ful. UMJane E. Wnldron, beloved among the Kioux, "w-
is proud of her Indian blood, and counts it the
highest honor to have gained tho nffeotion of
her race. At Hilton College, in Wisconsin,
she chose music as her vocation. In this she ft
has become proficient and has labored to make
music popular among the Indians, giving
nearly all of her time to instructing thorn aud
visiting the Government schools for thut pur- - WLx.
pose. Ht

Mrs. Waldron was the heroine of the famous
case of Black Tomahawk against Jane K.
Waldron, which wns fought bitterly for seven
years in Congress and the Federal courts nnd
excited the interest of the entire Western
country. The cose was looked upon as a test
of Indian rights to Uovernmcnt land allot-
ments under the .various treaties between
the United States Government und the Sioux M
Indians. Mrs. Waldron's brother is a lawyer

the first Indian ever admitted to the bar.
To write a grammar of the Oneida Indian

language is the unique ambition of me'
Minnie Cornelius, u clover Indian girl who
wus graduated lost Juue from Grafton Hall. JkFond du Idle, Wis. Miss Cornelius Isjlongs to
the Oneldus. At Grafton Hall, which is a aYzJ
girl's school of college preparatory standing,
she distinguished herself In the languages
and completed the four-ye- classical pre-
paratory course in three years. Besides ths
native language aud the English she has mas-
tered four others and converses easily in all . m J
of them. mfj

Of her future Miss Cornelius says: "After a
year's rest I mean to go to college, as I am
aiming to got a thorough education that I fmay be the more able to help in elevating my
race. My grandfathers and relatives nave 1

been great chiefs and it is only justice to '

them, to my friends and to my family that I
should aim for a great work. I mean tosiudr
medicine, if possible, and I also deeply desire
a successful literary career. I am fouu of this AM
kind of work. and. with the material I have,
mean to make it successful. As yet I have
done little toward it from luck of time for the
sume reason is my grammar making slowprogress, in a yeur 1 ho to have tiie gram- - 'aHmar completed for publication."

Mohawk and Oretchen Lyons Aare among the few representatives of theirrace upon the stage. Mohawk. 1 1
writes her own plays and manages her owncompany.

Tito "new" woman of the Indian race is pa- - Vitriotic as well as ambitious, and during the 1
war with Stmin she wns found among the firstnurse volunteers to go to the front. FiveDakota Indian girls, members of the Congre-
gation of American Sisters, with Father Craft, 'YJIIchaplain of tholr order, were almost the firstto apply for transportation to Cuba as nurses. H IThey were all uooustouied to lives of privation lvr
und severity and well fitted for army service. IijC

In the ludlun Territory Indian maidens otthe berokees are much sought after us wivesby white men. The Cherokees ure the lmiul- -
sonteet of all the Indian tribes, and the young IIwomen who bocome educuted are said to de-
velop unusual talent in the line arts. Several -- 'prominent Americans have married Cherokee 'women, among them being tiie late

W. A. Phillips tit Kansas and Wil- - A
le'". Grlffonstein. who founded tho city of AsmWichita. Kau. W

POPE LEO'S RICHES.

Estimated at 80,000,000--He Owns a Dia-
mond Valued at 4,000.000. V

Fope Leo XIII. is aaid to have accumulated
more wealth during his Pontificate than auy of
his predecessors in the ohatr of St. Peter. Piua
IX. collected 10.0O0.O0O. and that was looked
upon as a large sum. But Leo is said to havs
acquired twice as much for tho Vatican. The
greater part of the money Is said to be de-
posited in the Bank of England, and therests in various other Euroneun
Junks. It is said thot the Holy See is now frefrom debt, the few obligations remaining at -
the death of Plus IX. having been settled by ejf
l.eo i ho annual budget of the Vatican Is said 1HKlo show a yearly surplus. sJaKi!How much of tin, money collected by I..u .jWaV
XIII was given to him for bis liersonal beneftl
and how much for the Holy Seo is not knovf1 he value of personal presents made to hiia "
since became to the Papal throne is said, how-ever, to exceed 10.(XJ.t00. and the objects areso numerous as to constitute a collectionworthy to be placed in a museum. Plus IX. re-
ceived poselbly as many, hut he is suid to havegiven ibeiii away tut rapidly as he receivedtlieui, and for that roasou lie never accumu-lated so many us are owned by Leo XIII. wholias kept ull his.

Some idea of the value of them mi) be gath- - "
ered from the fact that President Krllger gavs ilum a diamond worth $4,000,000. Such giftsure of rare. But bis collection containss tiaras of gold set with all kinds of preciousstones, .till crosses of gold ornamented in thssame way and 1200 chalices in gold and silvei.engraved and ornamented with precious stonesOf the HI valuable rings that ho ownn the hu1- - Jtan gave ono that cost f 100.000 Ho has HI v iS SKpastoral feiatTs of gold ..et with etoneii and 884
Mteusurli fur the exposition of the Hucruinent.Seven stutucs In gold and sliver are port of Inspossessions. In addition to more than 1.00D

'rftheL'iJ'ctV, ' arrsat actual and artistic vlu."rtlger diamond Is said to U the largest a
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